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Lost Opportunities 

Nacogdoches Biomass Electrical Generating Plant 

•  - $2.3 Billion purchase contract over 20 years for 
a plant not in use 

  Austin Business Journal Feb 14, 2013, 7:44am CST 

 An East Texas biomass power plant meant to produce renewable energy for Austin Energy customers is 
 mostly sitting idle, despite a $2.3 billion, 20-year energy contract the Austin City Council approved seven 
 years ago. The contract calls for all output from the Nacogdoches Generating Facility — a 100-megawatt, 
 wood-waste-fueled biomass power plant — that came online seven months ago. The plant's electricity is 
 now too expensive to use but Austin Energy still pays a fee to cover operating costs even while it sits 
 mostly idle. 

• Instead – AE should have spent the $100 million a 
year in green collar energy conservation jobs 

 

 

 

http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/tx/austin/austin_energy/514941


Lost Opportunities 
for Economic Development 

Water Treatment Plant #4 

• $500 million for unneeded plant ($1.1 billion 
with interest) 

 

Instead – AWU spend the $100 million a year in 
green collar water conservation jobs 

 

 

 

 



Imagine 30,000 more cars and trucks on 

Mopac every day. 

  

Imagine Mopac as Interstate 35 West – 

with all of the same problems of I-35.   



Imagine Austin 

wants incentives 

for the areas 

already on fire with 

development! 



TOMA – ask County Attorney to explain it 

to you all.  Don’t let staff tell you that you 

can’t talk to each other. It’s a lie to keep 

you all under their maximum influence! 

 

City staff see council members as an 

inconvenience to be wired around…. 



Sale Price disclosure – Texas one of  

TCAD needs commercial sales comparables to help determine value.  

 

2 actions the City of Austin can take to improve TCAD accuracy in appraisals.  

 

 

1.  Projects which receive city incentives should be required to reveal sales prices 

 Mueller development land underappraised. Despite the COA and Catellus being “partners” at Mueller, the land held 
by  Catellus is undervalued at TCAD with the city’s knowledge. See Exhibit 5. 

 

 Solution:  The COA Mueller contract should have included sales price disclosure by all parcels governed by the 
Mueller  contract, at least until the TIF is paid off. The Mueller contract should be modified. The city 

 

2.  Sales price disclosure is voluntary and buyers seldom respond to TCAD’s letter inquiry.  

 Solution: Encourage TCAD to send sales price disclosure request to the SELLER in addition to the BUYER. TCAD 
sends a request  to the buyer of real property asking “how much did you pay?”  The buyer typically declines to 
answer. Additionally, a letter  inquiry to the seller should ask “how much did you sell if for?” The Seller has less reason to withhold 
the price. Sellers may be  eager to “give up” the Buyer if the experience was less than rewarding. 

 







Data is 3 years 

old! It’s worse 

now… 



Data is 3 years 

old! It’s worse 

now… 



Data is current. 

 



Data is current. 

 



Travis County Tax Inequity 
  



This city road project  

paid for by Travis County.  

 

This city park project 

paid for by Travis County tax 

dollars. 

 

These city streets patrolled  

by Travis County Sheriff’s Dept.  

  















City of 

Austin 

Residents 

$ $ $ 

$ $ $ 

$ $ $ 

$ $ $ 

$ $ $ 

$ 

$ 

  $   $ 

  $ 

       $$ $ 

$99 million annually from 

Austin to unincorporated  

area of  Travis County 





“The boom, not the slump, is the right time 
for austerity at the Treasury.” So declared 
John Maynard Keynes in 1937 
 

 

 

 

 

THE END 

(Really!) 


